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TDCJ staff presentations at 2017 ACA Winter Conference

I

n January, the American Correctional
Association held its 2017 Winter Conference in San Antonio. More than 90

workshops and panel presentations led by
recognized experts in their fields, to include
a number of TDCJ’s senior staff, offered educational and networking opportunities for
criminal justice professionals from around
the nation.
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vision, pointed out that one of the biggest
barriers for offenders is finding employment
and explained how TDCJ helps offenders
overcome that obstacle. “Offenders can learn
a number of different trades and can leave
TDCJ with a documented work history. Employers know they’re getting someone who
has received on-the-job training and is ready
to start working immediately.” Manufacturing, Agribusiness and Logistics and the
Windham School District provide numerous
programs which help releasing offenders secure post-release employment.
April Zamora and Carey Welebob, director
of TDCJ’s Community Justice Assistance Division, spoke to an ACA assembly about the
benefits of the new Texas Risk Assessment
System (TRAS), an offender-specific risk assessment tool. TRAS interprets an offender’s

ACA Winter Conference attendees saw two TDCJ correctional officers honored for their

criminal history and criminogenic needs,

heroic actions following an offender-transport bus accident in Gustine, Texas on Febru-

allowing criminal justice professionals to

ary 19, 2016. After the accident, both officers maintained custody of the offenders while

devise the most effective and efficient case

providing assistance to emergency medical services and Department of Public Safety

plans possible. This enables the agency to

staff until additional TDCJ staff arrived. Only after all the offenders had been accounted

carefully allocate supervision resources and,

for and transported from the accident scene did officers Terry Kilpatrick (left) and Billy

in turn, reduce offender recidivism rates and

Faries seek medical attention for their injuries. Correctional Institutions Division Direc-

increase public safety.l

tor Lorie Davis praised both officers, saying “Their actions were nothing short of heroic.
These officers never lost sight of the agency’s mission nor their commitment to it. I could
not be prouder of them.”
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